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INTRODUCTION

• The concept of sustainable development is the 

result of the growing awareness of the global 

links between mounting environmental 

problems, socio-economic issues to do with 

poverty and inequality and concerns about a 

healthy future for humanity.



• Former President Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam expressed his
views that Sustainable Development does not imply
absolute limits to growth and it is not a new name of
environmental protection.

• The concept leads a unique meaning to development and
sets an integrated target for the measurement of
development which has a combination of parameters
including economic status, poverty, education, health,
women empowerment, harmony, physical connectivity
and environmental aspects.

• Raymond elaborated that the objective and measureable
criteria for Sustainable Development is the preservation
of the productivity and the full functioning of the
resource base.
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HISTORY OF THE CONCEPT

• The concept of sustainable development received its first 
major international recognition in 1972 at the UN 
Conference on the Human Environment held in Stockholm.

• To motivate countries to work and pursue sustainable 
development collectively, the UN established the 
Brundtland Commision in 1983.

• Brundtland Commission released OUR COMMON 
FUTURE, also known as the Brundtland Report, in October 
1987, a document which coined, and defined the meaning of 
the term Sustainable Development.



DEFINITION

• The definition which Brundtland Commision gave 
was:

The ‘environment’ is where we live and 
‘development’ is what we all do in attempting to 
improve our lot within that abode. The two are 
inseparable. (Based on Our Common Future, 1987)

Sustainable Development is a kind of development 
that meets the need of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs.



HISTORY OF SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT

• The concept of sustainable development formed the 
basis of the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development held in Rio de 
Janerio in 1992.

• The summit was the first attempt to form action 
plans and strategies for moving towards sustainable 
development at global level.

• It was attended by over 100 Heads of State and 
representatives from 178 nations.



• The summit was also attended by public representatives 
from a range of other organizations.

• This report investigated the various concerns raised in 
previous decades like severe and negative impacts of 
human and unsustainable patterns of growth and 
development.

• World Summit on Sustainable Development was held in 
Johannesburg in 2002, attended by 191 Nations, UN 
Agencies, Multilateral financial institutions and other 
major groups to assess progress since Rio summit.

• The Johannesburg Summit delivered three key outcomes: 
Political Declaration, the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation, and a range of Partnership Initiatives.



• Key commitments included those on
sustainable consumption and production,
water and sanitation, and energy.

• Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
were the eight international development
goals for the year 2015 that had been
established in the millennium summit of the
United Nations in 2000, following the
adoption of the United Nations Millennium
Declaration.

• Main goals were to eradicate poverty and
hunger , universal primary education, gender
equality and women empowerment,
reduction in child mortality, improved



Seventeen Sustainable 

Development Goals
• 1) it aims at eradicating all forms of poverty 

from everywhere across the globe

• 2) Food security, improved nutrition, remove 

starvation and promoting sustainable 

agricultural development.

• 3) Healthy living and well being for 

everyone irrespective of age.

• 4) Ensure exclusive and equitable quality 

education and promote life long learning 

opportunities for all.

• 5) Achieve gender equality and empower all 



• 7) Ensure access to affordable, reliable, 

sustainable  and modern energy for all

• 8) Promote sustained, inclusive and 

sustainable economic growth, full and 

productive employment and decent work for 

all.

• 9) Build resilient infrastructure, promote 

inclusive and sustainable industrialization 

and foster innovation.

• 10) Reduce inequality within and among 

countries.



• 12) Ensure sustainable consumption and 

production patterns.

• 13) Take urgent action to combat climate 

change and its impact.

• 14) Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, 

seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development.

• 15) Protect, restore and promote sustainable 

use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 

manage forests, combat desertification, and 

halt and reverse land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss.



CONCLUSION

• Improvement and protection of the 

environment from pollution is dependent on 

sustainability and development. The concept 

of sustainable development based on the 

wise utilization of natural resources for the 

benefit of both present and future generation.

• Industrial development worldwide puts 

pressure on the natural resources which are 

limited. Wide acceptance of the need for 

sustainable development worldwide has 

resulted in global cooperation and co-


